Vital staining of glycoprotein secreted by infective third stage larvae of Haemonchus contortus prior to exsheathment.
Staining of infective third stage larvae of Haemonchus contortus prior to exsheathment shows that protein is exuded from the head region and spreads between the cuticles and that a carbohydrate-containing substance is also found between the L2 and L3 cuticles throughout, at exactly the same sites in this nematode. This glycoprotein, which is either secreted from the mouth or the amphids or both is exuded whether or not the larvae have been stimulated to exsheath. Slight staining was also sometimes detected at the secretory-excretory pore and to an even lesser extent at the anus. This glycoprotein is thought to function as a lubricant to prevent abrasion between the cuticles. It accumulates in areas where there is greatest space between the cuticles such as the head, tail and where bending of the nematode body occurs.